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SATURDAY, January 25, 1772. 





VexatT CENSURA CoLUMBAS, 





Publifhed by E. Russert, at his Printing-Office, in Marlbo- 
rougn-otreet ; where, (if fuitable Encouragement is offered) 
this Paper may be had once a Week, Price Twa Pence per’ 
Numover to subicribers. 





HE Censor begs leave to exprefs his obligations to FREE« 
MAN, tor his esegant and initructive compofitions; which 
fu. vicarneis of realoning, a thorough knowledge of his fubject, 
aud chuitity of expreilion, admit of no parallel among the politi- 
tical Writers of this period—It cool, ditpaflionate argumentation, 
without the current trath of perional invective and flander may 
ever hope to convince and filence 5 we may reafonably expect 
that Mucius Scavola, Canaidus, Leonidas, and the other State-Moun- 
tebanks on that fide the queition will finally fubmit to reafon, and 
from a thorough conviction of their ignorance, folly, and mifre- 
refentation, retire from the theatre which they have fo difgrace- 
fully trod, and heartily repent their paft endeavours to deceive 
and inflame the people : But fhould fuch incorrigible duces 
ftill perfevere 5 it is hoped that ue, who fingly to a oft, has 
vindicated the caufe of government againft her defigning, viru- 
ent, and bufy enemies, will not fail to improve his leifure, to 
ther utter confufion ; and to the reftoration of that peace, iub- 
midion, and harmony, on which the very being of focicty fg 
irnmediately depends. 
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eS The C EN S OR; 
To the Publither of the Censor. 


Sir; 


The following Query or rather Queries having appeared in the 
Mafaachufetts "Gaxette of January 16th, and the Cextinel with 
our other good friends being employed in matters of — 
great importance to take notice of this laconic Catechif ; 

have been induced from my fincere regard to the good sl 
caufe to attempt the following reply, which, if you are im- 
yartial you will furnith with a place in the Cenfor ; and 


thereby oblige 


A Son or LIBERTY. 
To the Potiricians. 


Quere. Hath the Mafachufetts government been an inde- 
pendent ftate from the beginning ? Or hath it become an 


independent ftate at fume fubfequent period ? If the lat- 
ter When ? 





ee STATE (fays Sir William Blackftone) is a collec- 

tive body, compofed of a multitude of individuals, 
‘* united for their common fafety and convenience, and intend- 
‘‘ ing to act together as one man: In every ftate or govern- 
«* ment, there mutt be a fupreme, irrefiftable, abfolute, uncon- 
“‘ trouled authority, in which the Sfura fummi Impert or the 
** rights of Sovereignty refide: That this fupreme power have 
“* aright to make laws, or prefcribe a rule of a@ion which is 
“© called the will of the ftate, to which the refpective members 
“* are bound to conform themfelves : That by this fubmiflion of 
‘* ALL, protection is to be extended to Att.” I prefume: I fhall 
net be blamed if I take my idea of a diftinét ftate from thefe 
outlines, fketched by an Author, whole reputation is fo tho- 
roughly eftablifhed ; ‘T thall therefore proceed to inveftigate whe- 
ther the Maffachufetts government was «J juitio ehkeemed by 
Great Britain, or even looked upon by herfelf as un independent fate. 
Whether emigration from the realm abfolves the fubje&t from 
his allegiance : Or whether the claim of Great Britain to Auner'ca 
from priority of difcovery; be juft or unjuit is not my prefent 


bufinefs to examine. 
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The CENSOR. 9 


I propose toconfine myfelf principally to hiftorical facts, 
taking the liberty occafionally to make fuch obfervations, as 
may naturally occur in the courfe of our enquiry. 


Tue firft Proprietors of the colony it is well known derive 
their title from aroyal grant ; forthe property of a large tract of 
territory, in which the Mifachufetts Bay was included, was grant- 
by the Crown toa particular Corporation, called the Council of 
Plymouth in Devon : This Council transferred their right 
and property in the tract aforefaid to Henry Rof/well 
and Company :—The colony at firft laboured under great dif- 
couragements, the fettlers were frequently reduced to extreme 
diftrets for want of proper and feafonable fupport ; at length a 
confiderable proportion of the Pautentees for the fake of en- 
couraging the fettlement removed with their families and eftects 
to New-England ; previous to their departure being diffatisfied 
with the original patent as not being fufficiently comprehenfive, 
they purchafed a new charter of the Kine oF GREAT BRITAIN in 
the year 1628 with powers of government in which the origi- 
nal patent was totally defective. *—From the above concife 
account of the original fettlement of New-England it may 
be worth while to examine, whether the Brith government 
referved to themfelves any /upremacy over the colonies in the be- 
forementioned patents and charter; and whether the original 
Patentees and Emigrants had any idea of a controuling power 
refident in Great Britain : To fuggeft that the King of Great Bri- 
tain at tic firft granting the patent, meant to encourage a fove- 
reignty in America, independent of the Crown of England is a 
ftretch of folly and madnefs poffibly referved for fome future 
Muctus Scevola ; the grant of property in the foil was 
a neceflary co: npenfation for the expences of fettlement, and 
not an abfolute releafe from his jurifdiction ; and it may admit 
ofa doubt whether a Monarch is empowered to abfolve fuch 
a contiderable proportion of his fubjects from their allegiance 
for the fake of conftituting a new and diftin@ empire ; -of 
this I am certain, that he might not rightfully difinherit 
his fuccefors of fo large an extent of territory : If there 
is any doubt concerning this matter, I would recommend 
to my reader to confult the old charter.—That the original Pro- 
prietors had no ides of a government independent of Great Bri- 
tain we are pofitively informed by themtelves, for when certain 
complaints were exhibited againift the Company which produced 
a formal demand from the Clerk of the Council, accompanied 
with an order from the Lords of the Council in 1638 requiring 

the 


# By this charter a Corporation was conflituted to remain in England and to carry on 
tade with and fend out tetslers to New Eng'and, 
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4d The C EN S O R; 


the Governor or other perfon having the letters patent of the co- 
lony in cuftody, to tran{mit the fame to their Lordfhips threat- 
ening in cafe of refufal or contempr, that his Majefty would re- 
affume the government of the whole plantation into his own 
hands, * The Corporation in their an{wer or rather plea againft 
furrendering their colony charter, implead the royal /icence for the 
removal of their families and effects, and urge that they had 
greatly enlarged his Majefly’s dominions, ; intimating further, that 
fhould they be precluded the enjoyment of their charter privi- 
feges, the people would be fo greatly difcouraged as to detert the 
colony, which would then fall into the hands of the French or 
Dutch: Here let us remark, they removed by the royal permiffion ; 
can we then with any fhadow of reafon conclude that any poten- 
tate would be fo ill-advifed as to permit fo large an emigration 
of opulent families to the weakening of the parent-ftate, unlefs 
in expectation of enlarging his empire by the colonies produced 
from the bowels of his kingdom : TheCompany exprefily declare 
they had greatly enlarged his Majefly’s dominions ; and as a plea to pre- 
ferve their tottering privileges they intimate @ dereléion of the co- 
Jony, which would fall into the hands of the French or Dutch : 
Meaning the colony which, in their hands, would be a fource of 
wealth and power to Great Britain, if abandoned by them would 
ferve to enrich and ftrengthen her enemies: If here is not a full | 
exprefs acknowledgment of fubjection, language is inadequate to 

the purpofes for which it was defigned, an additional evidence 

that it was fo underftood by the /upreme power in Great Britain i 
is, that the demand was not profecuted, and they were ftill in- 
dulged in the enjoyment of their charter privileges ; here the 
pertinent queftions of the modeft Candidus appear with fingular 
advantage, (fee Bofton Gazette of laft Monday) “ If we are all 
one dominion (fays he) though fo remotely fituated the kingdom 
from the colonies, why may not this irrefiftable, abfolute, un- 
controuled, and controuling authority In which the Yura fummi 
Inperit, or the rights of government refide, be eftablifhed in dme- 
rica, or in Zre/and, as wellas in Britain. Is there any thing in 
nature, or has Ireland or America confented that the part of this 
one dominion called Britain fhall be thus aifingusjhed.” The folly 
and infolence of this feribler need no comment. | 
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[ To be continued. ] 


© This to a common underftanding feems expreffive, that King Charles 1. with his pri- 

vy Council lad vo conception that this colony was at that period a difin® independent 
: fate, but like other Cerforarions fubject to she controul end wishin she jars/ificn of the 
ae King and Cound, 














